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The Chief Ministers of West Bengal and Tamil Nadu, Mamata Banerjee and M.K. Stalin,

respectively, have jointly proposed a convention of non-BJP Chief Ministers. The initiative

is still nascent and there is no clear agenda or a definite date but the political context is

amply clear. Relations between the Centre and the States ruled by Opposition parties

are strained due to various factors, ranging from questions related to GST, the partisan

behaviour of central agencies, the Centre’s move to give itself absolute powers in the

transfer of IAS, IPS and IFS officers and the overbearing attitude of several Governors.

The relations among States are also fraying in many instances even as the Centre’s moral

authority to be a neutral arbiter is at a low. The tendency to mobilise political support in

one State by berating other States, though not new, seems to have acquired an

additional edge with the BJP drawing its support from the northern and western

regions, while the Opposition holds on to the southern region in general. A communal

angle is occasionally added, as Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath did last week in

branding West Bengal, Kerala or Kashmir, apparently for the high levels of political

power enjoyed by Muslims there. In Parliament recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi

and Congress leader Rahul Gandhi had a heated debate on the scope and limits of

Indian federalism.

The autonomy of the States in their relations with the Centre depended less on any

ideological distinction between parties than on the nature of power sharing among

them. When the government at the Centre is dependent on regional parties for survival,

it is more accommodative towards the aspirations of constituent groups — linguistic,

religious, ethnic or political. The 2014 victory of the BJP brought an end to the coalition

era that had lasted for 25 years. The current upheaval among parties in power in States

is related to larger questions debated in Parliament but there are individual factors too.

The TRS is anxious about the BJP’s push to expand in Telangana; the DMK is anxious to

protect its social justice politics from the Centre’s unilateralism; the TMC, though it

emerged victorious over the BJP in last year’s Assembly election in West Bengal, still has

scores to settle; the Shiv Sena in Maharashtra is determined to protect its turf from the

former ally’s persistent encroachment attempts. For individual factors of power politics,

some CMs and State parties could be less enthusiastic than the TMC, DMK, TRS and

Sena in confronting the BJP and the Centre. Andhra Pradesh CM and YSRCP leader

Jagan Mohan Reddy and Odisha CM and BJD chief Naveen Patnaik might consider it

prudent to protect their respective turfs in tacit acquiescence with the BJP. A

convention of the CMs can articulate the concerns of States but it should guard against

turning into an occasion for counterproductive polemic rooted in electoral calculations.
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The Indian Premier League (IPL) auction held over the weekend at Bengaluru reflected

financial heft and fresh hopes. That a league, domestic in spirit and international in

flavour, can cope with two pandemic years and still remain economically robust is a

pointer to its marketing viability and strong financial underpinnings. Nearly ₹552 crore,

₹551.7 crore to be precise, was spent by 10 franchises as they sought to bolster their

squads with a bouquet of players with varied skill sets. Surely the IPL has come a long

way since Adam Gilchrist admitted to feeling like a cow after the maiden auction ahead

of the inaugural edition in 2008. Cut to the present, players kept a tab through live

television and were quick to react through their social-media handles. With two new

teams in the fray – Gujarat Titans and Lucknow Super Giants – and other squads in the

rebuilding phase after retaining a few stars, it was not surprising that 204 players went

under the hammer with 67 of them being overseas cricketers. Even the health crisis of

original auctioneer Hugh Edmeades was tided over as his replacement Charu Sharma

stepped up to the task well. Wicket-keeper batter Ishan Kishan snapped up at ₹15.25

crore by Mumbai Indians was the most expensive buy and at 23, the Jharkhand player is

seen as someone who can replicate M.S. Dhoni’s template.

The auction also reflected team cultures with defending champion Chennai Super

Kings (CSK) buying back its erstwhile core members. The outfit got Dwayne Bravo,

Ambati Rayudu and Robin Uthappa which is in sync with skipper Dhoni’s philosophy of

having an established group. Mumbai Indians meanwhile spent ₹8 crore on injured

England speedster Jofra Archer, seeing him as a long-term investment and a potent ally

of Jasprit Bumrah. Some of India’s under-19 stars too found their moment under the sun

but as many of their seniors would vouch, they remain a work in progress. Through its

‘performance-age-marketability-availability-economics’ matrix, the auction also serves

as a ruthless mirror. That Suresh Raina, a bonafide CSK star, along with Steve Smith,

Aaron Finch and Eoin Morgan, found no takers is instructive. Years ago, Brian Lara was

overlooked as he was deemed old. The Board of Control for Cricket in India allowed the

Ranji Trophy to suffer a break in the 2020-21 season citing the pandemic but moved

mountains to get the IPL bandwagon run smoothly and it revealed how the league’s

financial muscle has the last word. The Ranji Trophy is back for now while talk about a

women’s IPL still remains a nascent exercise. And just as in the previous years, the

absence of Pakistan cricketers from the IPL is a pointer to sport never being immune

from diplomatic pressures.


